
I am very proud to present our 
first newsletter, dedicated to 
activities that took place at the 
American Corners in Kazakh-
stan (ACK) during the months 
of January, February, and 
March 2009. The newsletter 
will be issued quarterly, and 
you will be able to download it 
from the new ACK website 
www.amcorners.kz.   
 
ACK were visited by more 
than 13,000 people in these 
past three months! And I 
would like to thank the fantas-
tic team of ACK coordinators 
for the truly outstanding work 
they are doing throughout 
Kazakhstan!  

I also would like to express my 
gratitude to the library directors 
for their cooperation and sup-
port, for being such great part-
ners.  
 
A special thank you goes to 
volunteers from the Peace 
Corps and alumni who always 
prove to be an invaluable 
source of creative program-
ming ideas.  
 
Only as a team we can imple-
ment our projects successfully, 
bringing the people of Kazakh-
stan and United States closer!   

 

By Leili Kokh 
ACK Program Director 

      

Our first ACK newsletter is here! 

Looking back at 2008 
The first American Corner 
(AC) in Kazakhstan started 
operation in 2003 in Ust-
Kamenogorsk. Since then, 
eight Corners have become 
fully operational. The ninth AC 
in Kostanai opened its doors 
on October 1, 2008 (the official 
opening is envisioned at the 
end of May; watch for a spe-
cial report in the next issue!). 
 
The total number of visitors 
and new users rocketed to 
some 37,500, and nearly 500 
programs and events took 
place in the course of the last 
year!  
 
There were  many truly out-
standing programs in 2008. 
Just to name a few: the official 
opening of Aktobe AC in April 
2008; the mock ñElections 
2008ò project, which took 
place at all ACs in Kazakh-
stan; and the Christmas  Char-

ity project at ACs in Kara-
ganda, Uralsk, and Kostanai. 
The first regional U.S. ex-
change program alumni con-
ference, which took place at 
the Aktobe AC in August also 
proved to be a success. 
 
Ten representatives from 
seven ACs (Aktobe, Almaty, 
Atyrau, Karaganda, Petropav-
lovsk, Shymkent, Ust-
Kamenogorsk) participated in 
the regional AC workshop, 
ñBetter Programming at the 
American Corners,ò which was 
organized at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Astana July 30-
August 1, 2008. There were 
27 representatives from Af-
ghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Mon-
golia, Tajikistan and Kazakh-
stan, including two IROs from 
Washington and Vienna. The 
subjects varied from marketing 
and fundraising to writing re-
ports and learning IT-tools like 

Web 2.0-Facebook and Li-
brary Thing.  
 
We started developing a web-
site for all ACs in Kazakhstan  
(www.amcorners.kz), which 
will be hosted on a local server 
and where information regard-
ing each Corner and a sub-
scription form for new users 
will be available. This will be a 
powerful AC promotion tool in 
the age of information technol-
ogy, also useful for rural areas 
outside major cities. 
 
In all, it was a very successful 
year, and we look forward to 
implementing the new ideas 
and projects at our American 
Corners and expanding the 
circle of our friends !  
 

U.S. Embassy Astana 

Ame rican Co rne rs in Kazak hsta n 

What we offer 

§ Books & Magazines 

in English  

§ Reference material  

§ DVDs, CDs &          

Videos 

§ Clubs &                   

Discussions 

§ Educational            

Opportunities 

§ Parties &             

Celebrations 

 

FREE OF CHARGE! 
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Christmas is a great time ï a 

time for fun, exchanging 

gifts, and merry celebrations! 

But Christmas is also a time 

to share, to help, to bring 

attention and joy to those 

people to whom life has not 

been as kind as to many of 

us. 

 

American Corners in Kara-

ganda, Uralsk, and Kostanai 

were a great example of how 

we can share empathy and 

charity during Christmas 

time!  

 

Active users of the AC Kara-

ganda got in touch with the 

Public Charity Fund ñRay of 

Hopeò and, in cooperation 

with the local public fund 

KARE ï the Kazakhstan 

Animal Rescue and Educa-

tion Association and the local 

zoo, developed an exciting 

event for children with men-

tal disabilities. The kids had 

the opportunity to see and 

touch some small animals 

(rabbits, guinea pigs, ham-

sters, etc.) and drive in 

sleighs harnessed by big, well 

tamed Newfoundland dogs 

under supervision of AC us-

ers and other project partici-

pants. Karaganda AC coordi-

nator Sholpan Baimurzina 

and Peace Corps volunteer 

Blake Kent showed, as usu-

ally, great organizational 

skills and inspiring creativity!  

 

Also, Uralsk AC coordinator, 

Ainagul Salauatova, together 

with FLEX alumni Zarina 

Urazgaleyeva and Valeria 

Kruglyakova and active AC 

users, as well as pupils from 

local schools, promoted a  

charity project in the local 

media and collected various 

gifts for the local orphanage.  

Thirty kids from the Kostanai 

city orphanage received four 

boxes of toys and books, pen-

cils, balloons, and albums 

for painting collected by AC 

coordinator Anna Blum and 

Peace Corps volunteer Laura 

Mongollon-Lee. Journalists 

from the local newspaper 

attended the ceremony and 

published a large article on 

the front page.  

 

This was a real highlight and 

great experience for every-

body ï the children and AC 

users. It was an introduction 

to and promotion of charity 

and social involvement in 

the local community. I sin-

cerely hope that this project 

will turn into an annual 

event! 

 

Charity does not know time 

limits, and ACs might serve 

in the future as points of 

contact to collect donations 

for those in need.  

List of thematic IIP             

publications available at ACs: 

The new president:  

44th president of the United 

States (EN, KZ, RU) 

 

Inauguration Day events 

(PowerPoint Presentation, EN) 

 

Special Edition VII:          

Presidential Transition 

(E-Docs, EN) 
 

U.S. Presidential  

Transitions (EN) 

 

The 2009 U.S.       
Presidential           

Inauguration (EN) 

Results of the ACK Christmas Charity project 

Inauguration of Barack Obama,  

the 44th President of the United States 

great number of publications 

from the U.S. State Depart-

ment International informa-

tion Programs (IIP) office, as 

well as various subject-related 

links and other documents.   

ACs organized round table 

discussions, distributed IIP 

publications, surfed for new 

information on the website 

www.whitehouse.gov, 

watched inauguration video 

on youtube, discussed CNN 

news, presented different inau-

guration topics during the Eng-

lish club session, and organ-

ized many other events. 

 

You can get a printed or digital 

copy of IIP publications about 

the presidential inauguration 

free of charge in English, Rus-

sian and Kazakh at the AC in 

your city.  

 

     

This truly historic moment 

in the United States was 

watched closely throughout 

the world. After the very 

successful AC project the 

mock ñElections 2008,ò 

which was covered by major 

TV channels and press na-

tionwide,  various program-

ming events were dedicated 

to the inauguration of the 

new president.  

The U.S. Embassy sent out a 

Page 2 

New exciting experience for children  

in a Karaganda orphanage  

ñHappiness lies in the 

joy of achievement  

and the thrill of 

creative effort.ò 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Uralsk AC users with collected gifts 

Presentation stand at AC Karaganda 

Presentation at AC  

Petropavlovsk 

Discussion at AC  

Ust-Kamenogorsk 

Kids from the Kostanai orphanage 

made friends with Anna and Laura  
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