
This year, the annual workshop 
for American Corner Coordina-
tors was hosted at the Kara-
ganda Oblast Universal Scien-
tific Library named after N. 
Gogol and the Karaganda 
American Corner. The city 
greeted participants with sunny 
weather, beautiful green streets, 
and friendly people. The whole 
library was decorated, creating a 
wonderful and festive flair.  

Information resource officer Wil-
liam Middleton from Washington 
D.C., together with the coun-
selor for public affairs from the 
U.S. Embassy Astana, Victoria 
Sloan, welcomed participants to 
the workshop and thanked rep-
resentatives from the City and 
Oblast AkimatsðVera Andre-
eva, deputy head of the Depart-
ment of Culture of the Kara-
ganda Oblast Akimat, and 
Valentina Razumova, foreign 
languages methodologist of the 
Karaganda City Department of 
Educationðfor their excellent 

cooperation.  

All 10 Kazakhstani American 
Corner (AC) coordinators made 
their way to Karaganda to get 
together this year. We also 
invited Natalya Turaeva, a 
ñCoordinator of the Yearò from 
Tomsk, Russia, who talked 
about work of the American 
Corners in Russia and particu-
larly of the AC Tomsk. The par-
ticipants presented their pro-
gramming successes and the 
difficulties they face in their 
daily work, shared their experi-
ences, and brainstormed about 
ways of strengthening AC pro-
grams. Other themes included 
effective marketing, fundrais-
ing, and active networking, 
presented by William Middle-
ton, and a discussion about the 
newly created website of the 
ACs in Kazakhstan, 
www.amcorners.kz. Excellent 
partners of the American Cor-
ner in KaragandaðPeace 
Corps volunteers Katie Roders 
and Blake Kent, and an enthu-
siastic representative of a vol-
unteer movement in Kara-
ganda, Anna Gurayevskayað
offered presentations about 
effective programming at ACs 
and local volunteering. Each 
participant received a CD from 
Katie with an invaluable pro-
gramming guide and a toolkit 
created by the Karaganda 
Womenôs club.  
Maira Tungatarova, education 

assistant from the U.S. Em-
bassy, answered numerous 
questions regarding educa-
tion in the USA. All ACs will 
soon receive an information 
CD with a complete list of 
U.S. government sponsored 
education programs and 
detailed presentations about 
them.  
 

U.S. Embassy Astana 

Ame rican Co rne rs in Kazak hsta n 

What we offer 

§ Books & Magazines 

in English 

§ Reference              

Material  

§ DVDs, CDs &          

Videos 

§ Clubs &                   

Discussions 

§ Educational            

Opportunities 

§ Parties &             

Celebrations 

 
 
 

 

 

American Corners (AC) and  
 

Cultural Centers (ACC) in Kazakhstan  

Issue 3, 2009 

Where we are 

§ Aktobe 

§ Almaty 

§ Atyrau 

§ Karaganda 

§ Kostanai 

§ Oral 

§ Oskemen 

§ Pavlodar  

§ Petropavlovsk 

§ Shymkent 

Inside this issue: 

N E W S L E T T E R 

The Fourth of July 

ACK Celebrate  

2 

ACK Celebrate  3 

Flag Day 3 

English Language  

Summer Camp  
4 

Volunteer Club in Kostanai  5 

U.S. Embassy  Officers Visit 

Oskemen 
6 

American Choreographer  in 

Astana, Aktobe, and Oskemen 
6 

Promoting English Language 

and Education in the USA  
7 

President Obamaõs Ramadan 

Message  
8 

Celebrating Ramadan in 

Karaganda and Worldwide 
9 

9/11: ACK report 10 

International Day of Peace; 

Labor Day in the USA 
11 

Obama Expresses Surprise, 

Humility at Nobel Peace Prize 
11 

IVLP-alumna Alecia Klassen 

reports 
12 

Launch of the Second Annual 

Democracy Video Challenge 
13 

The library director, Zhanna 
Shaimukhanbetova, did an 
outstanding job managing 
the organizational part of the 
workshop and offering an 
unforgettable cultural pro-
gramða concert and a sight-
seeing tour. And Sholpan 
Baimurzina, a charming and 
energetic coordinator of the 
Karaganda AC, received a 
certificate from the U.S. Em-
bassy naming her 
ñCoordinator of the Year 
2009.ñ  
The workshop was widely 
covered by local TV and 
print media.     

 By Leili Kokh 
ACK program director 
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On July 3, the American Corner in Al-

maty, together with the Kazakhstan In-

stitute of Management, Economics, and 

Strategic Research (KIMEP), celebrated 

American Independence Day. The cele-

bration was organized at the KIMEP 

compound and drew a lot of attention 

with its 

colourful 

decora-

tions and 

festive 

mood. The 

AC team 

brought 

various IIP 

publica-

tions on a 

Independence 

Dayðthe Fourth 

of Julyðis, by 

definition, Amer-

icaôs oldest pub-

lic holiday. It 

marks the day, on 

July 4, 1776, 

when Congress 

declared the in-

dependence of 

the new United 

States from Great 

Britain during the 

American Revo-

lution. It is thus, literally, the birthday of the United States. 

Celebration of independence helped Americans to imagine 

that they were, in fact, an independent people, a new nation.   

As the festival became firmly established and evolved over 

decades and centuries, Inde-

pendence Day would express 

complicated sentiments. It has 

been solemn and celebratory, 

politically charged and bliss-

fully apolitical, unifying and 

divisive, nationally focused 

and locally based, grandly 

public and intimately private. 

Independence Day endures as 

Americaôs most important 

public holiday. Too important 

to be moved in the calendar to 

form a three-day week-end, it remains anchored firmly on the 

Fourth of July, when the entire country stops to commemorate 

the birth of the United States grandly through parades, pyro-

technics, and picnics.  

 

Source: Encyclopedia of American Holidays and national days 

On July 5, the American 

Corner in Karaganda organ-

ized a U.S. Independence 

Day Celebration. The event 

had been advertised by the 

AC coordinator and Peace 

Corps volunteers well ahead 

of time, and we were not 

disappointed by the turnout. 

More than 40 participants 

came to our celebration, 

including many new faces 

who promised to return to 

the American Corner and 

use its resources. All partici-

pants enjoyed watching the 

film Welcome: Portraits of 

America, which was distrib-

uted by the U.S. Embassy. 

Following this, everyone 

participated in a 26-question 

quiz, which was also ob-

tained from the U.S. Em-

bassy in Astana. Afterwards, 

we enjoyed some snacks and 

tea, followed by the an-

nouncement of the 

quiz winners. In all, 

14 participants won 

prizes thanks to their 

knowledge of Ameri-

can history and excel-

lent quiz scores! And 

three of these winners 

came to the American 

Corner for the first 

time!  

The entire event was made 

possible through a U.S. 

Department of State alumni 

grant awardedto Ugrad 

alumna Aina Ainabekova. 

As a result of this very suc-

cessful celebration, we 

effectively advertised the 

American Corner, attracted 

new users, as well as net-

worked with the alumni 

community and Peace 

Corps volunteers.  

 

by Sh. Baimurzina 

AC coordinator, Karaganda 
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Source: Infocentral, IIP 

All men are created 

equal and have the right 

to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.  
 
Thomas Jefferson,  
In the Declaration of 

Independence, July 4, 1776 

Happy quiz winners 

wide range of U.S.-related topics and 

created a bright poster.     
There were around 60 students and 

teachers who watched a movie, sang 

songs, and enjoyed coke and pizza, gen-

erously sponsored by the Coca-Cola 

company and Pizza Hut.  

The event was opened by Yuliya Rogoz-

hina, international student advisor from 

the KIMEPôs Office of International  

ACK Celebrate Independence Day 

ACK Celebrate Independence Day The Fourth of July 

Relations and Michael Rouland, visiting 

assistant professor from Miami Univer-

sity, who read from the Declaration of 

Independence.  

The Fourth of July celebration in Almaty 

was a real highlight and great fun, and 

all participants expressed their sincere 

thanks to the organizers.   
by A. Momysheva 

AC coordinator, Almaty 

AC information stand  

with IIP publications 
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