
On the sunny morning of May 
25, 2009, the air was filled with 
a fiery salsa tune played by a 
local big brass band assembled 
at the entrance of the Leo Tol-
stoy Kostanai Oblast Universal 
Scientific Library. Inside, the 
building was tastefully decorated 
with balloons and garlands in 
Kazakh and American colors; 
charming girls in Kazakh na-
tional dress 
greeted 
guests with 
sweets and 
smiles.  
 
The excite-
ment  
stemmed from the imminent 
opening of Kazakhstanôs newest 
American Corner at the Oblast 
Library in Kostanai. The band 
also was paying tribute to the 
visit of the Bryan Horton Jazz 
Quartet, whose members had 
given master classes at the local 
music college and a concert the 
day before. Although the musi-

cians were not able to attend the 
ceremony because they had to 
catch a plane, they expressed 
what an honor it was to be 
treated like big stars!  
 
By 10:30 am, with everything 
ready, everyone was impatient 
to start the official ceremony of 
the Corner opening.  

After warm words 
from honorary 
guests, U.S. 
Charg® dôAffaires 
Kevin Milas, Dep-
uty Akim of 
Kostanai Oblast 
Serik Bektur-
ganov, and library 
director Gulz-

hameriya Kazina cut the red 
ribbon! Two little boys ran 
through the American Cornerós 
open doors, celebrating the 
commencement of this great 
event with the word 
ñSjuinshy!ñ (congratulations!) 
After a short press conference, 
Chargé Milas joined the guests 
at the reception. 

We welcome our ninth  

American Corner in Kostanai! 

U.S. Embassy Astana 
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§ DVDs, CDs &          
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§ Clubs &                   

Discussions 

§ Educational            

Opportunities 

§ Parties &             

Celebrations 

 
 
 

 

 

American Corners (AC) and  
 

Cultural Centers (ACC) in Kazakhstan  

Issue 2, 2009 

Where we are 

§ Aktobe 

§ Almaty 

§ Atyrau 

§ Karaganda 

§ Kostanai 

§ Oskemen 

§ Pavlodar  

§ Petropavlovsk 

§ Shymkent 

§ Uralsk 
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It was an exciting, well or-
ganized, colorful, and un-
forgettable event that was 
covered by TV and print 
media. 
I hope these published pho-
tos will display the festive 
mood of this exceptional 
day!  
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The Karaganda  American 

Corner, in cooperation with 

Regional Art School #1 and 

the U.S. Embassy in Astana, 

organized a childrenôs art 

exhibition April 7-14, 2009.   

 

The event hailed the 3rd an-

niversary of the opening of 

Karaganda's American Cor-

ner in the Gogol Regional 

Research Library. The exhi-

bition was one of the initia-

tives undertaken by local 

Peace Corps Volunteers and 

the American Corner staff. 

 

We partnered with Regional 

Art School #1 and displayed 

the work of artists aged 7 

through 12. The children 

pulled their art themes from 

what they knew of American 

culture, nature,  famous sites 

and symbols. They created 

sculptures and drawings of 

such American icons as 

Mickey Mouse, the Statue of 

Liberty, and the world fa-

mous American hamburger. 

 

The purpose of the exhibition 

was to increase childrenôs 

interest in multicultural as-

pects of America, as well as 

their cultural education.  

The children that visited the 

American Corner looked 

through the numerous books 

available while preparing 

their drawings and hand-

made articles. They also 

learned many new English 

words and presented their 

works in Kazakh, English, 

and Russian. 

 

The opening and closing  

ceremony was attended by 

young artists, parents, 

American Corner patrons, 

and local media. 
by Sh. Baimurzina 

AC coordinator, Karaganda 

America is closer than it seems 

Language is a 

Mediator of Friendship 

and Collaboration  

On April 25, 2009, the 

American Cultural Center in 

Oskemen held the annual 

High School Students Re-

search Papers Conference. It 

was the conferenceôs 5th 

anniversary, which stirred a 

lot of interest among its 96 

participating students and 

English language teachers. 

Of the 34 research papers 

that were submitted and 

examined by the jury, 10 

made it through to the final 

rounds to be presented for 

the closing presentation.  
by A. Zhamankulova  

ACC coordinator, Oskemen 
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Happy finalists at  

AC Oskemen 

After the award ceremony at 

Karaganda AC 

American Corners in Kazakhstan N E W S L E T T E R 

Yale students meet 

Shymkent youth  
Do you speak American 

English? 

ñAmericans and the British are 

divided by a common lan-

guageò said George Bernard 

Shaw. A meeting that took 

place at the ACC Pavlodar on 

May 2 focused on differences 

between British and American 

variants of the English lan-

guage. Peace Corps volunteer 

Maher Sherif used print and 

audio material to show differ-

ences in pronunciation, spell-

ing, and vocabulary between 

the two ñEnglishò languages. 

Students showed great interest, 

asking many questions about 

American cultureðfood, be-

havior, holidays and many 

other topics.            by A. Klassen 
ACC coordinator, Pavlodar 

Maher at ACC Pavlodar 

explains American English  

Learning about other cultures helps 

greatly in understanding and be-

coming more appreciative of those 

cultures. About 50 students from  

Shymkent were delighted to meet 

students from Yale University and 

learn about this American univer-

sity. The students from Yale gave 

three short presentations about 

campus life, community service, 

and career plans and time after-

wards to answer numerous ques-

tions in a lively  Q&A round.   
 

by S. Marinich  
AC coordinator, Shymkent 

Responding to the 

strong interest in 

American life and 

culture among Atyrau 

youth, on May 7, 

2009, the American 

Corner in Atyrau or-

ganized a thematic 

discussion. 

Participants ex-

changed their views 

on a wide range of 

topicsðeducation, 

lifestyle, music, the 

film industry, customs 

and traditions, as well 

as their influence on 

Kazakh society. It 

was a very lively and 

interesting discussion 

where participants 

gained valuable ac-

cess to AC resources 

and lessons from each 

other.     
 

by B. Saparova 
AC coordinator, Atyrau 

Life and Culture  

in the USA 

Gogol Library graphic artist Lidiya 

Slepova created this poster to advertise 

the art exhibit at the Karaganda AC 


