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American Corners (AC) and
Cultural Centers (ACC) in Kazakhstan

What we offer  American Corners Program in Kazakhstan

§ Books & Magazines Proves to be successful and sustainable

in English The American Corners (AC)  The website for all ACs in Ka-
program in Kazakhstan started zakhstarwww.amcorners.kis

in 2003 in Oskemen. Since the fully operational and serves as
ten more ACs have become  powerful AC promotion tool in
operational. The official open- the age of information technol-

ing and presentation of two ne\ ogy, also useful for rural areas

8§ Reference
Material

§ DVDs, CDs &

Videos American Corners in Astana  outside major cities. One can
and Pavlodar are planned to  find information and a photo
§ Clubs & take place in April and May  gallery regarding each Corner;
Discussions 2010. We will report about rubric Newswith relevant an-

these exciting events in our ne: nouncements; rubridrchive

§ Educational newsletter. with downloadable IIP publica-
Opportunities tions and AC newsletters; rubri
All ACs in Kazakhstan proved Useful linkswith a number of
8 Parties & to be an excellent platform for links for learning and teaching

organizing various regular pro- English language, visa issues,
grams, such as English langua U.S. Embassy website, Amer-
clubs, promotion of USG ica.govsite, and a subscription
sponsored exchange programs form Join ug for new users.
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2.3 outreach to and cooperation
and Happy New Year 2010 . . .
with USG exchange alumni, as The involvement of Peace Cory
Happy Nauryz! 45 well as evenbriented projects. volunteers (PCVs) in AC pro-

Turkic New Year at the ACs . .
gramming Is very strong. Most

of the regular English language
clubs, Discussion Clubs, and
Conversation Cafés are con-
ducted by PCVs. Also, all ACs
have established fruitful coop-
eration with alumni who take
. part in implementation of many
traaoetgig)cal population and local programs and projects. Th(_ay
' serve as a great source of infor

We are increasingly using tech mation when promoting ex-
nology to supplement and im- change programs through shar
prove AC programming, ad-  ing their experiences gained in
ministration, and promotion.  the United States and apply for
New IIP epublications, alerts  alumni grants to implement pra
about upcoming events, and  jects using ACs as platforms ai
web-chats are sent out immedi- partners. Partners like IREX al
t - wpt nately o ACs for programming; American Councils also use A(

Dr eams many ACs use the EBSCO Da: as a platform for delivering in-
tabase for information searche: formation about exchange pro-
grams, holding presentations a
workshops at the Corners.

Despite the vast geographic ar
p aaf thecqosiatryp@aur times the
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aged to bring U.S. speakers ar
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The offsite program Info
Caravan in AC Oskemen
and AC Karagandeontin-
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and promoti on
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higher education facilities.
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ACK wish you Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2010!

The American Corners in Kazakhstan,
just like all years before, organized
celebrations of Christmas for the local
community. We decided to share their
Christmas celebration stories with you
in this newsletter issue!

ended the event.
The third Christmas event was

Due to it being40° Celsius, not many
people could come to our AC, but it
didndét make the p
The Pavlodar American Corner At the very beginning, the students
organized the first Christmas matinee fc were offered to choose Saritéhe

20 children of the local Boarding school person who best suited the position.
Beautiful girls in princestike dresses,  The person had to meet the following

and boys in colorful costumes. Children requirements: virtuosity, cheerfulness,

compared the ways this day is celebratcand good knowledge of English. We

organized for local secondary schools.

sweets from Santa and a group picture Afterwards, we played different ganges

helped Santa, whose sled fell in the
Sahara desert, sang Christmas songs,
solved a Christmas quiz, and had many
other fun tasks. Our participants prepared
small presents for each other, and we
exchanged presents. At ) i
the end of Christmas
party, we had a
surprise Everybody
could taste American
Christmas food
ginger bread and browni@shaked by

ng.

\ V|

in our country and in the United States. discussed a lot of things connected wit Peace Corps volunteers and the AC

Santa came to congratulate the childrer this beautiful holida§ the way the
and they
tried their
best to get
as many
sweets as
- possible.

traditions they have, and the presents
they would like to get or buy for their
family and friends. After participating
in many contests, the students were
given such nominations &sT h e

ity T

2l But Paper Snowfl ake, 0o
children Eater, 0 AThe Best
came with their own presents forSanta Pai nt er , 06 fAThte Be

they drew pictures for him that became Following the

part of the ACO6s CAmerican
At the end of the event, everyone got tradition to
sweet presents and toys for their make a

resolution for
the upcoming
year, the
students wrote

Christmas trees at home.

Later, together with library assistants
from the Lending Department of the

library, we organized for the first time a their promises

festive event for the boys and girls from for the year 2010. The AC prepared a
the Samal Rehabilitation Center for
Disabled Youth. We told them about
traditions and customs of celebrating of
Christmas and New Year in different
parts of the world. Shannon Huett, a

gift for the grou® aCDA T h e
| n fandda small American flag.

The last meeting of the movie club in

an old popular comedyiome Alone

by A. Klassen
AC coordinator, Pavlodar

At the Aktobe American Corner, we

Peace Corps volunteer, shared her with 35 students from different

memories about her best Xmas and
peculiarities of celebrating this holiday
in the United States. She recited the
most popular poem that all American
childrenknowi A T6 was t he N |
Bef or e CHhfteitsat wea s . ¢
played many funny games, such as
painting a snowman with closed eyes,
snowballs, etc. Congratulations and

history. Our students came to know
about Christmas origins, tried to
&% pronounce

$ name in
y different
languages,

etc.
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students decorate their houses, family

Us

2009 was also dedicated to Christrhas

made everyone laugh again and again

coordinator.

by E. Lebedkina
AC Coordinator, Aktobe

The American Cultural Center in

B Oskemencelebrated Christmas and

New Year in various forms: Exhibition,
discussion club, and a Christmas party
for kids. The exhibition with books

about U.S. holidays and Christmas were
visited by 45 pupils and students, and 26
members of the regular discussion club
talked about therigin and celebration

of this holiday.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

- exclaimed 16 children on December
20. Dressed in costumes and expecting
wonders, they came to our Christmas
party. And,
in fact, a lot
of surprises &
were
waiting for
them. Santa|
Claus and
beautiful
Snow
White, followed by a little Dwarf sang
songs and played games. Children
learned about the history and symbols of
Christmas and solved a Christmas quiz.
Young participants sangingle Bells

celebrated Christmas on Decembef 24 danced around the fur tree, recited

poems and gave colorful pictures for

universities and schools. We started w Santa Claus as gifts. Children got sweet
the presentation about Christmas Day presents, little tiger magnets (symbol of

the year2010, and enjoyed the party
very much. The party was organized for
the English Sunday School participants.

S a nt a Children discovered a lot about

American tradition of Christmas and
learned English in easy and an attractive
way.
by A. Zhamankulova
ACC coordinator, Oskemen
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ACK wish you Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2010!

The American Corner in Petropavlovsk
also organized a number of events
dedicated to the Christmas celebrations.
There was an informative exhibit for
everyone interested in this holiday.
Student of English language teachers
could find info here on amazing
Christmas facts, winter holidays and
festivals, lesson plans and holiday
activities.

On December 24th, the AC coordinator
visited Al-Farabi school lyceum and held
an introductory lesson about Christrdas
about its origin and about its celebration;
Pupils learned about the first postcards,
watched some of the most impressive

Center of Karaganda. We visited the
local orphanage named after N.
Krupskaya with
the goal to give|
kids presents
collected by
active AC
users, to
decorate a
Christmas tree
together, and to organize for kids,
together with orphanage teachers, a
festive tea party. Kids loved the
games we offered them. Also, it
turned out that one teacher conducts
classes on economics, and our
thematic IIP publications were very
helpful gifts. But, the most important
thing is that, in anticipation of this
merry and familyoriented holiday,

we did not forget about those kids
whom this holiday also brought joy
and belief in miracles!

On January 15, 2010, the AC in
Karaganda had its charity eveiits
this time for children with mental and
motor handicaps. This event was

Christmas parades, sang Christmas songsnitiated by UGRAD alumna Aina

and had a few grammar tasks with
Christmas themes to improve their
English language skills.

Other Christmas programming included a
movie night and a festive celebration with

the regular AC English language club.
by L. Temenova
AC coordinator, Petropavlovsk

Also this yearthe American Corner in
Karaganda offered many exciting events
dedicated to Christmas. Our friends from
the Peace Corps Erica McMahon, Elena
Augustine, and Hillary Dowdy, as well as
local volunteers from Karaganda played a
major role in organizing them.

The highlight certainly was the traditional
Christmas Charity event. On December
27th, within the frames of the Christmas
programming, the AC Karaganda initiated
a charity event with its partnérs
representatives from the Volunteers'
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Ainabekova, and our partner was a
public foundati on
with whom the AC Karaganda
implemented Christmas charity event
in 2008 and 2009. Aina decided to
share her experiences gained in the
USA and, together with active AC
patrons, developed a wonderful
scenario. The organizers presented &
story about famous U.S. cities like
Washington D.C, New York, Los

Angeles and other cities in English
and Russian and o
Shuffled dance te
to 20 kids. Afterwards, there was a
task to color a map of the USA (each
kid got a copy) and color a squirdel

a common representative of

American woodso6 f

All children actively participated in this
event. Peace Corps volunteer Patrick
Rawsthorne taught kids a few new words
in English. As you see, the AC Karaganda
and its active patrons pay more attention
to the notion of charity. Alumni

participate actively in AC programming
and help to create new projects. In its turn,
the AC Karaganda offers information
about the USA.

by Sh. Baimurzina
AC coordinator, Karaganda

Also atthe American Corner in

Kostanai, members of the regular English

club celebrated Christmas watching a

movie and throwing a party for 31 people.

Active Peace Corps volunteers contributed

to turning the party into a memorable, fun

event.
And, again, just like
last year, the American
Corner, together with
the Foreign Literature
Department, launched
a Christmas Charity
Drive. The drive was
planned for more than
30 days to involve the

students who left for home during

vacations and other

readers who come

after the New Year

holiday to be

reregistered in the

library. The Charity

Drive included

collecting clothes and

toys for children from

the local orphanage.

by A. Blyum
AC coordinator, Kostanai

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

We're wishing you a Christmas
Full of laughter, love and light,
With delicious holiday foods
To excite your appetite.

We're hoping you receive
Delightful gifts to make you smile,
With family and friends
To love you all the while.

We wish you a Merry Christmas;
May your Christmas dreams come true,
And when Christmas is over,
Happy New Year, too!

By Joanna Fuchs




